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Ian’s              Input 
 

Hearing of the death of Dave 
Jackson was a sad way to start the 
New Year, but I am sure that Dave 
would want his enormous 
contribution to Scouting to be 
remembered in a positive way 
through a lasting legacy of Scouting 
continuing to grow and reach more 
young people.  Dave gave so much 
to Scouting  and although I only 
knew him for a short time, I soon 
recognised that he would do almost 
anything by way of serving the 
Association if it would ultimately 
benefit young people.  We will 
remember him fondly for what he 
was and what he did. 
Although the Census returns are still 
being processed, the early signs are 
very encouraging.  Our challenge 
very much remains recruiting more 
Adults and Leaders so that even 
more young people can benefit from 
all that Scouting has to offer.  We all 
have our part to play in this 
recruitment drive.  It annoys me 
when I hear that approaches by 
adults are made but either not 
followed up or worse still they are 
not made to feel welcome and are 
not properly supported when they 
do agree to take up a suitable role.  It 
does happen so I urge everyone, 
including me, to strive even harder to 
improve our Adult/Leader situation. 
My other priority for this year is to 
ensure that we provide opportunities 
for young people in the County to 
have their voices heard and the 
chance to genuinely influence what 
we do in their name.  I am aware of 
some very encouraging events 
where Cub Scouts come together to 
say what they like, don’t like and 
want to see in their Districts. Every 
young person should be afforded 
this opportunity.  What we need to 
do as Adults/Leaders is to LISTEN, a 
very underused skill!  See what you 
can do in your Sections, Groups and 
Districts and for my part I will 
guarantee that at County level, I will 
listen.  Invite me along to any events 
if that would help. 
Thank you for all that you do for our 
young people and long may it 

continue.  Let us make sure that 2010 
is yet another successful year. 
 

Ian Kirby 
County Commissioner 

In.kirby@btinternet.com 
 

---AWARDS --- 
 

Congratulations to the following who 
have recently gained awards: 
 
Chief Scout’s Commendation for 
Meritorious Conduct 
 

Adam Price, Explorer Scout / Young 
Leader, 44th Brighton  / Patcham, 
Explorers, Brighton. 
‘In recognition of his achievements in 
Scouting despite caring for his 
Mother who suffers from a 
debilitating condition, his commitment 
is a true inspiration to others’. 
 
Award for Merit 
 

Kim Stephen Allfrey, DC Hailsham & 
Heathfield 
 

Overland Hike 
Scouts and Explorer Scouts 

The 27 - 28 March is fast 
approaching. Has your troop or unit 
submitted your entry yet? On the 
27th February a draw will take 
place where teams will be issued 
with their team number and 
starting time.  
We hope leaders won't let their 
Scouts down by forgetting to send 
the entry in or by not giving them a 
chance to prove themselves. 
It is important to get that entry in 
on time but if absolutely necessary 
we will accept an entry on the day. 
For information and an entry form 
go to www.overlandhike.com We’re 
Looking forward to seeing your 
troop or unit on Sussex Scouting's 
Premier event 'The Ultimate 
Challenge', 'The Overland Hike'. 
Good luck. 

Derrick Payne (ACC GD) 

David Jackson 
24thAug 1950 – 1stFeb 2010 

Many people will be saddened to 
hear about the passing away of Dave 
Jackson, Assistant County 
Commissioner (Public Relations), 
District Explorer Scout Administrator 
for Brighton and a former District 
Commissioner of Brighton. Dave had 
been fighting cancer for some while 
but unfortunately he finally 
succumbed to it on 1st February, 
aged 59. 
Dave had given over 25 years service 
to Scouting. Starting as a Skills 
Instructor, he became a Scout Leader 
in 1988 with 6th Brighton, moving on 
to be Assistant District Commissioner 
(Scouts) in 1993, a position he held 
until being appointed District 
Commissioner in 1998. Dave served 
10 years as Brighton’s DC and on 
retiring from this role he accepted 
the challenge of developing the 
County’s public relations and media 
management as Assistant County 
Commissioner (PR), a role he still held 
when he died. He also took on the 
job of Brighton’s Explorer Scout 
Administrator when he retired as DC. 
Dave was the sort of person who, 
when accepting any role in Scouting, 
always gave of his best, even though 
he could sometimes be controversial!  
Those who knew Dave would know 
that he was one of the ‘characters’ in 
Scouting in East Sussex. Larger than 
life, he loved to have light hearted 
banter with his colleagues and many 
friends and had a heart of gold. 
David Jackson was truly committed 
and dedicated to Scouting and was 
awarded the Silver Acorn ‘in 
recognition of specially distinguished 
service’ in April 2009, Dave was 
always one to keep his promise, ‘to 
do his best’, and there was no better 
example of this than in the way he 
carried out his role during the last 12 
months when his illness caused him 
severe mobility problems. He will be 
sorely missed and our sincere and 
heartfelt condolences go to his wife 
Lynn and their family. 

Editor 
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 Beaver           Banter 
 
Hi. We hope that you all had a 
good Christmas. Hopefully all the 
snow has gone now and your 
meetings are all back to normal.  
By the time that you read this 
article you all should have 
managed to book your places for 
the Fun Day at Broadstone Warren 
on the 16th May. Several Leaders 
managed to use the on line 
booking system and we thank 
them very much as it made record 
keeping a lot easier. This system, 
hopefully, will  soon become the 
preferred way for booking for 
events, although we will still use 
the paper system for those of you 
who do not have computer access. 
We would be grateful for your 
comments on the system if you 
used it.  
You will receive further information 
in the post nearer the time, 
including the wristbands for your 
Beaver Scouts.  
Ashdown, Brighton and 
Eastbourne have already held 
Bronze Award Presentations which 
either Perry or myself attended. It is 
good to see so many Beaver Scouts 
achieving their awards.  
Looking to the future, I have been 
meeting with ACCs from other 
Counties and we have been 
discussing celebrating 25 years of 
Beaver Scouting next year. We are 
thinking of organising a day out at 
Legoland for the Beaver Scouts, 
possibly in November 2011. We 
would be grateful if you could let 
us know how you feel about this. 
We did something similar a few 
years ago and it was very 
successful. At the moment we are 
seeing if we can get a good deal.  
We look forward to seeing you all 
in May at Broadstone Warren.  
Frances and Perry. 
 

Frances Gibbs 
 (ACC BS) (01323 762898 

e-mail: francesgibbs@f2s.com 
& Perry Puddefoot (CBSL) 

 
 

Cubs               Chatter 
 
Time marches on, the snow 
continues to fall! It’s funny to think 
when I wrote the last piece for the 
previous newsletter that we hadn’t 
seen one flake of snow. It just shows 
how quickly situations can change.  
Anyway, spring and summer are just 
around the corner giving us all more 
opportunities to get out and about. I 
hope all you hard working Cub Scout 
Leaders out there are planning to 
get your Cub Scouts out and about 
as much as possible. Having heard 
about most District programmes I 
know that there is a lot going on this 
year and I suspect this will also be 
reflected in the Group programmes. 
Add to this the two County events 
and the Cubs of East Sussex have 
got a lot to look forward to and a lot 
of new opportunities. I am sure that 
you will ensure your Cubs get the 
chance to participate throughout 
the programme. 
It has been good to go to several 
District Meetings and see the 
enthusiasm that there is out there 
for Cub Scouting in East Sussex. 
Where Districts work as a team the 
workload can be shared taking the 
pressure off individuals. Also where 
we as adults are valued and thanked 
for what we do we are more likely to 
keep our enthusiasm and interest. 
Sixers’ Forums continue to be held 
around the County. Brighton had a 
very successful event and Hastings 
and Hove have booked dates. Many 
positive ideas have come from these 
meetings and I have seen a couple 
of good activities that I might follow 
up with ADCs. 
At the time of writing the Activity 
Day had 35 participants but I am 
sure more will wing their way to me 
before the closing date which will 
have passed by the time you read 
this.  A reminder that the details for 
the County Bivouac Day at 
Parkwood on Saturday and Sunday 
11th/12th September will be sent out 
to ADCs at the beginning of June. 
It was great to be able to attend 
Silver Chief Scout Award 
Presentations in Senlac and 
Ashdown. Around 100 youngsters 
proudly received their awards. Well 
done to both Districts for making 
the events special.  One little thing 
that I noticed was how many of the 

Cub Scouts didn’t seem to know 
what they had done to gain the 
badge. I appreciate some are 
overawed by the event, some have 
left and been in Scouts for a while 
but perhaps leaders could ensure 
that their Cubs are aware of what 
they have done to gain awards and 
badges, perhaps a reminder just 
before the event. I am sure they 
have worked really hard to gain their 
awards but they don’t always give 
this impression when questioned, 
especially to Scouting outsiders. 
I look forward to meeting more of 
you during the coming months and 
remember, if you would like me to 
come and visit a section event 
please do get in touch.  
 

Martin Piggott (ACC CS) 
Tel: 01273 591544 

martin.piggott@yahoo.co.uk  
 

South of England Show 
This year’s South of England Show 
is on Thursday 10th, Friday11th 
and Saturday 12th June at the 
Ardingly Show Ground. As in 
previous years, we will be joining 
with West Sussex Scouts to put on 
an information / recruitment stand 
and are looking for volunteers to 
help man this. If you can be 
available for a day, or just two or 
three hours during that time and 
would like to help, please let me 
know.  Roger Gibbs (DCC) 

Tel: 01323 762898 
rogergibbs@f2s.com 

 
Regional Meetings 

This year there will be a choice of 
two Regional DC / GSL Days, on 
Sun 10th October in the west of the 
Region or Sat 6th November in the 
east of the Region, at venues to be 
advised. This year’s Regional 
Development, Advice and Support 
day for ACCs and ADCs is being 
help on Sat 9th October, in the west 
of the Region. Full details of these 
events will be circulated in due 
course, but in the meantime, please 
make a note of the dates now. 
Thank you.     CC 
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International Affairs 
Have you decide where you are 
going to for summer camp? Ever 
thought of going abroad? Last 
year East Sussex Scouts travelled 
to Canada, USA, France 
Switzerland, Holland, China and 
the Far East and this year planning 
for trips to Canada, Kenya, 
Holland and Switzerland is well 
under way. Give it a thought, and 
if you fancy going abroad give 
me call and let me help. 
If you want to give your young 
people an International 
Experience but you are 
apprehensive about going 
abroad how about taking part in 
one of the International Camps in 
the UK, for example PEAK 2010 in 
Derbyshire, Chamboree 2010 in 
Cheshire or  Red Rose in the Lake 
District. Scout HQ has a list (which 
is e-mailed to your DC) that gives 
details of many International 
Camps both in the UK and 
abroad, which is available for you 
to down load. Just go to 
www.scouts.org.uk/international 
and follow links to International 
Opportunities. If you do not have 
access to the internet, phone me 
and I will gladly print you a copy 
and post it to you. International 
Opportunities also details Explorer 
Belt expeditions that are open to 
all. 
Beaver and Cub Leaders, please 
don’t feel left out. If you are 
struggling to find out information 
for the Global Zone give me a call 
and I will see what I can do. For 
example, if you want to know the 
Scout promise in Malaysian for the 
Beaver Global Challenge let me 
know - I have a copy that can be 
e-mailed to you! 
I am sure that many of us have 
games, information etc that we 
use for the Global Zone I would 
be very grateful if you could send 
me details so this information can 
be shared around the County. 
Let’s make one of our aims for 
2010 to give everyone of our 
members an International 
Experience. 

Mark Lloyd ACC (International) 
01323 491407 

mark.lloyd67@btinternet.com 
 

22nd World Jamboree 
Sweden 2011 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Well, the selection process is well 
under way to find the 36 young people 
to accompany us to Sweden next 
year. 9 have been selected from 
Eastbourne, Hailsham & Heathfield 
and Seahaven Districts and all have 
joined the mailing list. Most of the 
other selections take place over this 
next month and so we should have 
everyone selected by the 1st of April. 
Graeme, Kate and I went to the 
selection weekend at Bushy Wood a 
few weekends ago and it re-focused 
our minds to why we had put 
ourselves forward to lead the 
Jamboree team.  All the participants 
showed real scouting spirit even 
though it was about minus 40 
degrees in the sun!  Well done to 
those that were selected. 
We have decided to use the East 
Sussex County website as the base 
for letting people know how things are 
going.  We have also launched our 
own Facebook site for the participants 
(and parents) to keep in touch with 
each other over the next year or so. 
Although you probably won’t get 
access to this, the UK Contingent 
does have a Facebook site that you 
can join if you are that way inclined. If 
not then I will be sending newsletters 
out to anyone that wants one via 
email, or snail mail if you send me a 
stamped addressed envelope.  If you 
would like to be kept informed via 
email, then drop me a line asking to 
be put on the mailing list for the 
Newsletter.  
Here's to the next few months where 
we really start to build the team. 
Yours in World Scout Jamboreeing, 
John 
(John Easton – Contingent Leader) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact details for the team:  
John Easton – theeastons@gmail.com 
Kate Gurl - mini.mistress@hotmail.com 
Louise Collis - louiseannecollis@hotmail.co.uk 
Graeme Monk - jugramonk1@tiscali.co.uk 

“DID YOU REALISE?” 
 

Duncan Hill, GSL 15th Brighton, has 
made the following contribution to 
‘Did You Realise’. “An efficient and 
effective Group Executive is a 
tremendous asset to any Group, and 
by dispelling misconceptions about 
who is or can be a member could 
help more Groups achieve this.” 
To clarify the position, POR rule 
3.23.b.ii states: The Group Executive 
Committee consists of: 
Ex-officio Members 
The Group Chairman, Secretary and  
Treasurer; GSL, AGSL, all Section 
Leaders, the Explorer Scout Leader 
(if stated in a Partnership Agreement) 
and the Sponsoring Authority or its 
nominee. 
Nominated Members 
Persons nominated by the GSL. The 
nominations must be approved at the 
Group AGM. The number of 
nominated members must not 
exceed the number of elected 
members. 
Elected Members 
Persons elected at the Group AGM. 
These should normally be four to six 
in number; the actual number must 
be the subject of a resolution by the 
Group Scout Council. 
Co-opted Members 
Persons co-opted annually by the 
Group Executive Committee. The 
number of co-opted members must 
not exceed the number of elected 
members. 
Right of Attendance 
The District Commissioner and the 
District Chairman have the right of 
attendance at meetings of the Group 
Executive Committee. 
 
iii. Ideally, between the nominated 
members, elected members and co-
opted members, the Group Executive 
should include a parent of at least  
one Member of each of the 
Sections in the Group. 
 
For full details of the constitution of a 
Scout Group please refer to P.O.R. 
Rule 3. The latest update, January 
2010, is now available to download 
from www.scouts.org.uk or to buy 
from the information Centre at Gilwell 
Park. 

Editor 
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First Aid Training 
January two first aid courses were 
run in January, one in Hastings and 
the other in Brighton. Both were well 
attended and my go thanks to 
everyone who helped to put these 
on. 
Web Site 
The online course booking system 
via the new web site appears to be 
working very well, as courses are 
filling up or are full. For those of you 
not on the training mailing list, there 
is now a function on the web site 
where you can register interest in a 
course. This enables us to know how 
many we have wanting for a 
particular course and in what area. 
Where possible  and practical we will 
try to meet the needs of those waiting 
for a module, although there are still 
a few modules that need run where 
the equipment is held. 
Please book early for courses and 
keep looking on the site as things do 
change on a regular basis. If you 
have applied for a course and find 
you cannot attend please cancel your 
place via the web site to enable it to 
be offered to someone who may be 
waiting. 
LTM’s 
All the LTM’s have been working very 
hard. You may not have seen one or 
two of them so much at present but 
they have been working in the 
background preparing, ready for 
sorting out their individual areas. 
Please be patient - it should all be 
worth it in the end. If you have any 
training issues, please either contact 
your TA or LTM first before coming to 
me. They are the managers for their 
areas and have been put there for a 
reason, which is to manage training 
in the District. If they do not know the 
answer to any questions 
immediately, I’m sure they will find 
out!. 
Email Change 
Could you please use my County 
email address for all training items as 
my AOL account will be stopping 
soon. The address is 
ctm@eastsussexscouts.org.uk. I will 
still be able to check the AOL 
address at present. 
Important Notice - Wood Badges & 
CRB Checks 
There are still people having their 
wood badge delayed because they 
do not have a valid CRB or First Aid 
qualification. Records of these should 

be kept locally so please make sure 
yours are up to date, even if you 
have your Wood Badge. 
 
Latest List Wood Badges completed. 
Congratulations to all and thank you. 
 

Ashdown 
Gavin Ross AGSL 1st Mayfield  
Christopher Hawkes CSL 1st Crowbo’ 
Oliver Robison ASL 1st Crowborough 
Nicola Small ACSL 1st Crowborough 
Sally Wenham ACSL 1st Crowboro’ 
 

Brighton 
Mark Jackson SL 6th Brighton 
Nigel Taylor SL 19th Brighton 
 

Eastbourne  
Karen Sinstadt  ASL 1st Seaside 
 

Hailsham & Heathfield 
Jacqueline Parker ASL 1st Heathfield 
 

Hastings Rye & District  
David Hayler BSL  4th Hastings 
John Martin SL 1st Northiam 
Stuart Old DDC  
 

Hove & Portslade 
Ian Lockie ASL 5th Hove 
 

Seahaven 
Chris Dennis DCSL  
Jane Jarvis BSL 2nd Denton 
 

Senlac 
John Bartlett ABSL 3rd Bexhill 
Thomas Pettitt DESL 
 

County Team 
Chris Denham LTM Brighton 
Phil Collins LTM Lewes 

 

Gordon Titherly (CTM) 
T: 01323 508402 M: 07905 849188  

ctm@eastsussexscouts.org.uk 
 

NETEX Challenge 
Do not forget to put the NETEX 
Challenge 2010 in your diaries. This 
year’s event will be run over the 
same weekend as last year, 18th-
19th September, at Bushy Wood 
campsite, Eastbourne, and promises 
to be even better, with many 
improvements and new challenges. 
The event offers a challenge based 
weekend for Explorer Scouts, 
Network Scouts and Leaders in 
Sussex and beyond. For more 
details see attached poster. 

EDSFAT 
www.edsfat.org.uk 

scout_team@hotmail.com 
 

 

Situations Vacant 
 

The following positions on the 
County Team are either vacant 
now, or will be in the coming 
months. If you are interested in 
any of these or know someone 
who may be suitable, or if you 
would like more information about 
any of them, please contact the 
County Commissioner at 
in.kirby@btinternet.com or write 
to him at the County Office. 
 
ACC (PR) / Media Manager. 
Following the untimely death of 
Dave Jackson we need to recruit 
a replacement PR guru. Is this a 
job you could do? There is 
nothing to stop whoever takes 
this role on from continuing with 
their existing appointment. 
 
District Commissioner - Hove & 
Portslade.  Andy Burchell is 
retiring as DC in the summer so 
it’s now time to look for someone 
to take over from him. 
 
Deputy County Commissioner. 
Roger Gibbs is retiring as DCC in 
the autumn and so the County 
Commissioner is starting the 
search to find a replacement. If 
you would like more information 
about this role, please contact 
the CC. 
 
Local Training Manager – 
Eastbourne & District. Gordon 
Titherly (CTM) is still trying to 
find a new Local Training Manager 
to cover Eastbourne & District. 
If you would like more 
information about this position, 
please contact Gordon for an 
informal chat on 01323 508402 
or e-mail him at 
ctm@eastsussexscouts.org.uk  
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Members of the 
Order of the British Empire 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Two “Scouters” from opposite sides of the County 
were awarded an MBE in the 2010 New Year’s 
Honours list. They are Helen Bird from Hastings and 
Robert Brown from Brighton. 
Helen’s MBE is for ‘Services to the Community in 
Hastings’. It is recognition for her work with the local 
community in Hastings, where she is the Mayor’s PA, 
the Church, and her service to Scouting. Her main 
Scouting role was the Musical Director of the 
Hastings Gang Show for many years but she still 
continues to support Scouting as a member of the 
Hastings Scout Active Support Unit. 
Robert’s MBE is for ‘Services to the Community in 
Lower Bevendean, Brighton.’ He is a well respected 
and well known community leader and is currently 
chairman of the Action for Bevendean Community 
Residents Forum. His Scouting involvement was as 
Cub Scout Leader at the 54th Brighton for 20 years 
until 1996. Ever since then he has served on the 
Group’s Executive Committee, and was its chairman 
for nine years. 
Congratulations to you both and long may your 
service to the community continue.                 Editor

Mar 27/28th Scout / Explorer Scout Overland Hike 
May 15th Cub Scout Activity Day (ACC Cub Scouts) 
May 16th Beaver Scout Fun Day (ACC Beaver Scouts) 
May 16th  QSA / CSA Presentations (ACC Scouts) 
Jun 4-6th  Scout Camping Training (ACC Scouts) 
Jun 6th ES Ultimate Frisby Competition (ACC ES) 
Jun 18-20th Broadstone Warren Family Camp 
Jul 10-11th Scout Colditz Challenge (ACC Scouts) 
Sep 11-12th Cub Scout Bivouac Camp (ACC Cub Scouts) 
Oct 10th Mountain Bike Challenge (County Scout 

 Network Commissioner) 
Nov 28th QSA / CSA Presentations (ACC Scouts) 
 

Courses at Broadstone Warren 
 

There are a variety of activity courses being provided 
at Broadstone Warren throughout the year for both 
Young People and Adults. Please go to their website, 
www.broadstonewarren.org.uk for details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The County Chronicle 
 

The next edition is due to be published in June 2010 - the 
deadline for receipt of contributions (preferably by e-mail) is 
Friday 15th May. 

Editor 
 

Roger Gibbs, 
13 Cormorant Close, Eastbourne, BN23 7SG. 

Tel: 01323 762898 
e-mail: rogergibbs@f2s.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

18th - 19th September 2010 

Backwoods 
Cooking 

Realistic 
First Aid Scenario 

Teamwork 
required 

Teams of 4 – 7 

Mountain  
Bike Challenge 

Return of the 
Pioneering Poles 

To be held at Bushy Wood Scout 
Campsite and Activity Centre, Eastbourne 

A challenge weekend for 
Explorers, Network and Leaders 

from throughout the UK 
Register your interest with EDSFAT on 

scout_team@hotmail.com  
or ring Barry Morris on 01273 884534 

Challenging 
games 

County Diary 


