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The District Annual General Meeting  
 
 We know that A.G.M’s are not everybody’s favourite way of spending an 
evening but Romford and Districts A.G.M. on the 13th June was remarkable for the 
large number who attended, and there was a long list of apologies. In a hall well 
decorated by Ted Webster the formal part of the Meeting started promptly and was 
conducted in the usual business like way that we are used to. During the meeting 
Paul Leeper said how much he had appreciated the support of the District during his 
tenure as District Commissioner and thanked everyone for their support. In particular 
he paid tribute to his wife Julie and his family who had supported him. Paul was 
presented with a watch and Julie was presented with a large bouquet. The meeting 
showed their appreciation of Paul’s guidance during his time as District Commissioner. 
Paul handed over the reins to Keith Pethers who took over the appointment of DC as 
from the 11th June.  
 At the conclusion of the formal part of the Meeting it was outside to the barbeque prepared and served by 
Andy Lannin and his crew, who did us proud with food and drink  -  their efforts were appreciated by the many 
people who socialised.  
 The Deputy Lord Lieutenant, Air Commodore Brian Batt was the special guest for the evening and he 
spent a lot of time chatting to people.   
 We counted 29 Fellowship members among the crowd, and there may have been a few we missed. A few 
spots of rain did nothing to spoil the evening.  
 

—-ooOoo—- 
 

The County Annual General Meeting  
 

17th June was the date and James Hawkey Hall was once again the 
venue for the County AGM. Barking and Dagenham supplied an 
excellent buffet and, smartly dressed Barking & Dagenham Scouts 
supervised the car parking. As before, the Greater London North East 

A.G.M. is a place to meet up with old friends and this year was no exception….it was good to see Joan Walker 
once again. Joan was presented with the 6O year Long Service Award; Julie Leeper with the 20 year Long Service 
Award: Beryl Silk, (District Commissioner, Squirrels Heath and a Romford Fellowship member) received the Silver 
Acorn and George Flatman received a County Pride Award. The special Guest Speaker was Peter Nicol, Deputy 
Chief Scout (who some had met at Westminster when he attended the Founders Day Service. A friendly man who 
spoke to all the young people who had been part of the Service at Westminster) The Deputy Chiefs talk gave a lot 
of food for thought:   
 Next years County A.G.M. will be on 3rd June  -  see you there!  
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Birthday Greetings 
 
 We send our greetings and wish many happy returns to our members celebrating their 
birthdays in July, who include:- 
 
 Jacqui Brett; Pam Davies; Julie Deverill; Derek Hall; David Hart; John Kelway; Graham 
Lucas; Eve Smith; Sylvia Dennison and Yvonne Lillywhite. 
 
 As we don’t normally go to press next month, we send advance greetings to those 
celebrating their birthdays in August, they include:- 
 
 Ed Body; Val Goodwin and Julie Leeper. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sick and Wounded 

 
 We remember our friends who, at this time, are receiving hospital treatment. We especially think of Dave 
Flynn who we are told is making a good recovery after surgery on his voice box. We wish them all a speedy 
return to good health, including those who are under the weather at home.  
 

—-ooOoo—- 
 

Fellowship Challenge 
 
 Another reminder that you have a chance to raise a lot of money for your Group or 
favourite charity on Saturday 11th July, when the Fellowship will be hosting their Annual Challenge. 
The entry fee is just £1 per head and you keep anything you raise in sponsorship. 
 The members of the Fellowship will set up a course and you can run, walk, hop or make your 
way around it in your own way and in your own time. 
 Nothing for you to organise, just turn up and ‘Go For It’. 
 

—-ooOoo—- 
 

July Fellowship Meeting 
 

 Our meeting this month will be on 23rd July and will be a chance to meet and socialise at our annual 
barbeque. Everyone is welcome and the cost is just £4  -  eat as much as you like. 
 

—-ooOoo—- 
 

The New Chief .........WHO??  
 
 When the name of Bear Grylls was announced as the Chief Scout designate there must have been many 
who did not know the name despite his having been on TV programmes about survival. Brought up on the Isle of 
Wight where his father had taught him to climb and have confidence in himself.  Three years in the SAS gave him 
the confidence that he could do difficult things. Following a parachuting accident in 1996 he had three broken 

With Thanks 
 
 To my friends in Romford Scouting, 
thank you all for the cards and ‘Best 
Wishes’ sent on the occasion of my 80th 
birthday. 
 Once again many thanks. 
 

Ted Webster 
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vertebrae and was lucky not to have been paralysed. At 23 became the youngest British climber to reach the 
summit of Everest. Four climbers lost their lives and he fell into a 300ft crevasse but he was rescued by his buddy 
Mike and Nima, a Nepalese climber. 
 TV work takes him away from his wife and three young boys, working in, very hot or very cold locations. 
To critics who say that he is not In the wilds as his show suggests he simply says, "Ask the crew". When asked if 
he should settle for a quieter, less risky life he says that his job is to manage the risk and trust his instincts and 
says that he really is ultra careful. 

Details from the 2009 Holiday Special edition of Inspire. 
  
 Watch out for a new series of Born Survivor and a feature film based on the show. 
 

—-ooOoo—- 
 

The Chaplain Writes...... 
 We know little about Elmer Palmer, except that in 1912 he was a member of the 11th West Ham Group 
led by Scoutmaster Arthur S Trudgett. We know this for the simple reason that his Membership Card of the Boy 
Scouts' Scripture Union turned up in a library book, having been used as a bookmark.  
 The Membership Card was published by the Special Committee of the Boy Scouts' Scripture Union and not 

by the Headquarters of the Boy Scouts. The Card listed a Bible reading for every day 
of the year, starting in 1913 with Psalm 103 (Verses 1 -22), and finishing with Psalm 
64 (Verses 1 - 7). The Card also includes some suggestions for Prayer by Lt-Gen Sir 
Robert Baden-Powell OM, GCMG, GCVO, KCB, and ‘Why A Scout Should Read The 
Bible’. Also, ‘Notes To Scoutmasters’ explaining that a small monthly paper, (price 

one penny), containing brief notes explaining the daily readings written by University 
Men at Oxford and Cambridge is available. 

 How times nave changed. These days few Scout Groups seem to place any importance to the Duty to God 
part of their Meeting. A garbled short Prayer and that's it and, sad to say, little emphasis on attending Church 
Parade (even if it is still observed).  
 We are trying to find more information re the Boy Scouts' Scripture Union Even if the Card is dated some 
90 plus years ago.  Did all Scouts have to belong to the B.S.S. Union? Was there emphasis on daily readings 
and did the Scoutmasters 'push' membership? In 1912 families attended Church as a group; Sunday was a special 
day even among poorer families. 
 We will probably never know anything about how the 11th West Ham went about observing their Duty to 
God but the Boy Scouts' Scripture Union is part of our history. 
 

Rev Charles Pope 
Chaplain 

Manchester 
 

—-ooOoo—- 
 

Scout - the Guide Dog   
 
 It has taken two years, but the Cub Scout Section has raised £5000.00 and a cheque will be 
presented to the Guide Dog Association at Kubadoo on 3rd October. If you do not receive a personal 
invitation you can still come along and meet the notable people who have asked to come along. The 
theme will be Heroes and Villains, so everyone can dress up if they want to. 
 

—-ooOoo—- 
 

It Puts A Smile on Your Face 
  
 Julie Andrews, commemorating her birthday at Manhattan’s Radio City Music Hall, sang this version of 
‘My Favourite Things’ from The Sound of Music 
 

Botox and nose drops and needles for knitting, 
walkers and handrails and new dental fitting. 

Bundles of magazines tied up in string,  
these are a few of my favourite things. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_Merit_(Commonwealth)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_St_Michael_and_St_George
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Victorian_Order
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_Bath
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Cadillac’s and cataracts, hearing aids and glasses, 
Polident and Fixodent and false teeth in glasses. 
Pacemakers, golf carts and porches with swings,  

these are a few of my favourite things.  
 

When the pipes leak, when the bones creak, 
when the knees go bad,  

I simply remember my favourite things, 
and then I don't feel so bad.  

 
Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads for bunions,  

no spicy hot food or food cooked with onions. 
Bathrobes and heating pads and hot meals they bring,  

These are a few of my favorite things. 
 

Back pain, confused brains and no need for sinnin' 
Thin bones and fractures and hair that is thinnin', 
and we won't mention our short shrunken frames,  

When we remember our favorite things. 
 

When the joints ache, when the hips break, 
when the eyes grow dim. 

Then I remember the great life I've had,  
and then I don't feel so bad. 

 
Ms. Andrews received a standing ovation from the crowd that lasted over four minutes and repeated encores.  
 

—-ooOoo—- 
 

All Aboard  
  
 It is very noticeable if you are in central London that there are various Bus Companies providing the 
services. How long before things go full circle and all companies are formed into one big concern? This happened 
before when in1933 the London Transport Board was formed and the company ran all transport in London. 
London's first steam Bus ran in 1836.  
 It all started in 1859 when the London General Omnibus Company was formed on 1st January. It replaced 
a joint Anglo-French company called Compagnie General Des Omnibus de Londres, founded in 1855. Horse bus 
services began in London in 1856. By the end of the year it was the largest bus operator in the capital, owning 600 
buses.  
 Opening of the Central London Railway (Central Line) in 1900 
meant competing for passengers. A new experiment  -  motor buses. 
50 chassis came from Straker and Squire and 54 from De Dian-Bouton 
in 1905. Buses were unreliable having drivers with little experience, 
accidents were frequent. Horse buses had been painted in different 
colours but from 1907 all buses were painted red and the 
Metropolitan Police insisted that every bus displayed route and 
destination blinds back and front.  
 The B Type was the first successful bus to be made by 
LGOC. The first 60 in 1910 were better and more reliable than any 
other bus. By 1913 2,500 had been produced. This bus saw the end of the horse bus, they last one ran on 25th 
October 1911.  
 The Underground Electric Railways of London Ltd., took control of the LGOC, although it survived as a 
separate company. By 1913 LGOC had became one of the two major bus companies in London. It had bought up 
all its rivals apart from Tullings. By 1914 LGOC buses were carrying 756 million passengers a year. 
 During the War the War Office took many of the buses, with 1319 sent to the battle fronts with their 
volunteer drivers. (This is why London Transport has the privilege of marching past the Cenotaph on Remembrance 
Sunday). Over 10,000 staff members joined the Forces. From 1916 women were employed as conductors, clerks and 
cleaners. They were dismissed at the end of the war since jobs had to be kept open for returning soldiers.  
 Shortly after the War new K and S type buses were introduced - these carried more passengers. In 1921 the 
overhaul works at Chiswick were opened with a speed up overhaul times. In the early 1920s 'pirate' buses started 

http://www.20thcenturylondon.org.uk/server.php?show=conObject.2794


5 

 

to operate on some of the busiest and most profitable routes. The London and Home Counties Traffic Act of 1924 
helped regulate the bus industry. In the 1920s LGOC started to operate in the countryside and towns around 
London and the Country Services were formed in 1929, renamed in 1932. Green Line Coaches stated in 1930. Then 
in 1933 everyone became part of the London Transport Passenger Board when the company ran all transport in 
London.  

 
—-ooOoo—- 

 
Our Newsletter 

 
 A lady who has nothing to do with Scouting read a copy of our newsletter and was kind enough to send us 
a cutting from her magazine. We have no idea which magazine so cannot acknowledge the source of our 
scribblings.  
 
 Over the years Scouting has flourished thanks to the 
vision of our Founder, Robert Stephenson Smyth Baden-Powell  -  
born the eighth of ten children on February 22nd 1857. He 
received tuition from his mother and was later a pupil at school in 
Tunbridge Wells, where he gained a scholarship to Charterhouse 
School. The school moved to Surrey where he was able to explore 
in scouting and nature. Not known for his academic ability, he sat 
an examination for entry into the Army. Second out of other 
hopefuls he was enlisted into the 11th Hussars. In 1876, whilst an 
Army officer in India BP specialised in Army scouting, map 
reading and reconnaissance. He was soon enlisted to train other 
soldiers although his methods differed from those of the Army. His 
Troops would split into small patrol units working under one 
leader. BP was stationed in many places during his army career 
but it was during the Boer War and the defence of Mafeking  -  a 
siege of 217 days  -  that was one of his better known 
achievements. Returning home he was seen as a war hero and 
found that the book he had written for soldiers "Aids to Scouting" 
was being used to teach observation and woodcraft by youth 
leaders.   
 BP set about rewriting "Aids to Scouting", making it more 
suitable for a younger audience on the suggestion of Sir William 
Smith,  founder of the Boy's Brigade. In 1907 the Brownsea Island 
camp was held to see if his ideas worked. During the following 
year Scouting for Boys was published in six fortnightly 
instalments. Soon groups of boys were getting together trying out 
the ideas and there was a need to set up a central office to deal with all the enquiries about what was now 
becoming to be the Scouting movement. 
 The movement spread until groups were formed all over the world. In 1910 aged 53, BP retired from the 
Army and King Edward V11 suggested he carry on with the good work. The first international Jamboree took place 
in Olympia in 1920 where BP was named as Chief Scout of the World. He would later become Lord Baden Powell 
of Gilwell. 
 In his lifetime he wrote over thirty books and received honorary degrees from six universities as well as 28 
foreign orders and decorations and 19 foreign Scout awards. On January 8th 1941 BP died aged 83 and was 
buried at Nyeri in sight of Mount Kenya, the words on his grave reading Robert Baden-Powell, Chief Scout of The 
World.  
 Gilwell Park was opened in July 1919 as a training ground, activity centre and camping ground for the 
Scout movement 
 
 This is just a little from the cutting that was sent to us and is from the printed 'copy' received. No doubt 
one or two of our experts might find fault but we pass the buck back to the person who sent the item to the 
unknown magazine. 


