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Thinking Day  
Founders Day  

 Those who feel that Duty 
To God seems to be going out of 
favour would have been pleasantly 
surprised on 21st February. On a 
pleasant Spring-like day, hundreds 
of young people, their Leaders and 
many invited guests made their 
way to Westminster Abbey for the 
Guides Thinking Day/Scouts 
Founder's Day Service, despite 
problems with public transport.  

 Once again, members from 
Romford Scout Fellowship were 
part of the team of stewards on 
duty. Once we had reported the 
official badges were distributed 
and the briefing took place and 
areas of responsibility were 
allocated. Before the congregation 
were admitted those taking part in 
the Service went through a final 
rehearsal and again the smartness 
of all of them was to be 
admired......during this time an 
excellent choir from Girlguiding UK 

practiced their songs.  
 To avoid upsetting anyone 
we will draw a veil over the fact 
that once we were in position 
various changes were made by 
people who were not at the 
br ief ing... . . this was a l it t le 
disconcerting to those who had 
been part of the stewards team in 
the past.  
 As the congregation took 
their places the girlsõ choir sang and 
were seen on CCTV monitors 
around the Abbey. The Service was 
conducted by the Very Reverend Dr 
John Hall, Dean of Westminster and 
the Address was given by the 
Reverend Elisabeth Spence, Church 
of Scotland. The fine organ was 
played by Leon Charles, 
Organ Scholar. Prayers and 
Readings were well delivered 
by younger members of the 
organisat ions and the 
Renewal of Promises were 
led by the Chief Guide and 
Chief Scout.  
 Due to the layout of the 
Abbey it is not possible for many to 
see everything that went on but the 
CCTV helped a lot. One or two 
commented that they did not know 
the hymns; that the organ was too 
loud and the acoustics leave a lot 
to be desired. All agreed that the 
atmosphere in the Abbey will long 
be remembered and all the younger 
members of the congregation will 
remember their visit. 
 Once the Service is over the 
work begins with hundreds of extra 
chairs to be collected and put 
away ... discarded Orders Of Service 
picked up, together with any lost 
property. Things were not helped 
when six rather large ladies stood in 
the middle of the aisle chatting and 

causing a hold up and the Chief 
Scout stood near the BP memorial 
causing another hold up. Apart 
from these smaller niggles, the 
day went well.  
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Ring Them Bells 
 The Fellowship Meeting 
was the third visit, by popular 
request by the North Ockendon 
Hand Bell Ringers. As before, their 
programme 
was varied 
and much 
appreciated 
b y  t h e 
audience of 
3 0  p l u s 
members, friends and visitors who 
enjoyed the evening and partook 
refreshments in the Interval.   
 Fol lowing the break 
everyone was offered the chance 
of 'having a go' under guidance of 
members of the team. Some joined 
in and congratulations are due for 
their efforts, they were brave to 
join in but it is now confirmed 
that we will not be organising a 
Fellowship Bell Ringing Team. 
 Thanks to all who helped 
to make the evening a success.  
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March Birthdays  
 We wish the following 
members the best of health and 

h a p p i n e s s  a s  t h e y 
celebrate their birthdays:
- 
 George Flatman; 
Margaret Polden; Beryl 
Silk and Betty Smith 



Sick and Wounded  
 We take time to spare a 

thought for those 
that are not in 
the best of 

health at this 
time. We include 
Fred Cornish, 
who recent ly 

joined the incapacitated and is 
recovering at home. 
 We wish them all a 
speedy recovery. 
 

ñ-ooOooñ- 
 

Directory Amendments  
 

Delete: Betty Smith 
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Meeting Themes 
 D u e  t o  u n f o r e s e e n 
problems, mainly due to ill health 
and holidays, the 
theme for some of 
the monthly meetings 
h a s  h a d  t o  b e 
updated.  A t  the 
m o m e n t  t h e 
programme is as follows:- 
 
April       Historic Transport 
May  Fellowship AGM 
June  Indoor Bowls 
July  Barbeque 
August  No Meeting 
September To be arranged 
October  Thames Barrier 
November Annual Dinner 
December District ôDoõ 
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Membership Fees 
 The Membership Fee for 
2009/10 will made up as follows:-  
 
Headquarters  Ã19.10 
County   Ã3.I5  
District   Ã5.25  
  

 Those members under 65 
will pay Ã27.50 and those over 65 
will pay Ã24.35. Those who have 
paid the Fellowship Treasurer the 
sum of Ã24.50 can claim a refund of 
15p, and we apologise to those who 
have paid the higher amount. 
 We have heard one or two 
ask what the District levy is for. It is 
worth pointing out once more that 
we have a headquarters building 
that is the envy of others and we 
also have a District Campsite that is 
available for anyone in the District 
to use. The District levy is a small 
price to pay for the facilities 
available.  
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Need Money? 
 If you wish to earn money 
for your Group (or pet charity) here 
is the chance to collect cash without 
having to run a few Jumble Sales or 
coffee mornings etc. 
 The Scout Fellowship will 
once again be running their 
Challenge at Crow Camp. All you 
have to do is get 
yourselves sponsored 
then turn up at Crow 
Camp and go round 
the simple course. A 
Certificate is proved 
to show how many laps you have 
completed, this helps when you 
collect the money from your 
sponsors. What could be simpler?
 OK, so the Challenge is not 
until 11th July, but start thinking 
about it now.  A l l  m e m b e r s 
connected with a Group can start 
discussing it at Scouters Meetings 
etc so that we will get hundreds 
turn up on the day.  
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A Good Turn 
 A reminder that we will be 
supporting the Scout Holiday Homes 
Trust during the next Scouting Year 
2009/10 and your overseas stamps 

will be welcome as 
will your old coins. 
We accept coins 
from any part of the 
world and of any age.   
 We have been able to 
hand over a substantial amount of 
stamps and coins in the past and 
would like to do so in the future, 
and we need your help. The 
Secretary will be pleased to accept 
your offerings, no matter how 
small.  Thank  for your continued 
support. 
 

ñ-ooOooñ- 
 

Celebrate 
 The annual St Georges 
Day Parade and Service will take 
place on Sunday 26th April 2009. 
The Parade will start from the 
Methodist Church in Clockhouse 
Lane, North Romford and march 
via Collier Row Shopping Centre 
to Corpus Christ Church in 
Lowshoe Lane, where the Salute 
will be taken. Members who wish 
to be in the Parade will find that 
bus route 365 stops outside the 
Methodist Church, whilst routes 
175, 247 and 294 stop at Collier 
Row (about 5 minutes from the 
Assembly Point).  
Those going to the Church will 
find ample parking space in the 
Church Car Park. 
 A l l  de ta i l s  w i l l  be 
published in a handout in due 
course. Any Fellowship members 
acting as Flag Bearer and escort, 
or  read ing a 
Prayer will be 
required to attend 
the rehearsal at 
Corpus Christi (in 
uniform) on Thursday 
23rd April. 
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Review 
 It is reported that the 
Review of the Scout Fellowship is 



progressing wel l,  w i th  a l l 
comments and feedback being 
taken on board by the team. 

Comments, particularly from the 
Regional Development, Advice and 
Support days have been both 
positive and encouraging. 
 N e w  r e s o u rc e s  a r e 
currently being prepared and the 
team is looking at branding and 
image, two things that featured 
strongly in the review. 
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The Chaplain writes - 
 In most Churches where 
there are young folk in the 
congregation it is good to note 
that most Clergy (or lay 
Preachers), make an effort to 
make their children's address 
interesting to them and those in 
the congregation who are young 
at heart....laughter in Church is 
not a problem, after all God must 
have a sense of humour  -  just 
look at your friends. 
I  h a v e  s e e n 
Reverend gentlemen 
us ing puppets; 
ventriloquism and 
mag ic  t r i cks  t o 
emphasis their theme. 
Of course there are always a few 
staid folk who see no need for any 
of this. We are told that the 
young are the future of the 
Church so why do the younger 
element drift away? Keep them 
interested and they will come back 
for more. Gone are the days when 
attendance at Sunday School 
meant a gold star on your card 
and, when completed, this card 
meant that you could go on the 

annual trip to Southend. 
 Oh the thrill of standing on 
the station waiting for the train 
that had your special carriage on it 
and the windows with a sticker 
saying who the carriage was for. 
The Guard unlocked the doors, 
ushered you in and locked you in 
for the long, long journey to 
Southend. Holding hands down to 
the water hoping for a piece of sand 
to dig in or play a game whilst the 
Vicar and the teachers tried to keep 
everyone together. The boat trip  -  
sailing boats in those days; followed 
by tea. Shrimp paste sandwiches 
and lemonade 
and a small 
currant bun. 
Back to the 
stat ion to 
get your special 
train back home, hoping that mum 
or dad would be there waiting to 
collect you after your trip to the 
other end of the world. 
 Now that the Sunday 
School Trip is mainly a thing of the 
past, as is the Christmas Party, 
(probably both now counted as 
bribes) we must keep the younger 
members coming to Church because 
they want to. What of the future? 
Nobody really knows but let us be 
thankful to today's Clergy who are 
aware of the problems of dwindling 
congregations. 
 

J. Cartwright  
Retired Lay Reader 
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Bloopers 

From Church Magazines  
 Conference on Fasting for 
Lent. Meals included.  
 Donõt let worry kill you off, 
let the Church help.  
 For those who have children 
and don't know it, we have a 
nursery downstairs.  
 Auditions for the Church 
Choir, they need all the help they 

can get.  
 Eight new choir robes are 
needed due to the addition of 
several new members and the 
deterioration of some older ones.  
 P l e a s e  p l a c e  y o u r 
donation in the envelope together 
with the deceased person you 
want prayers said for.  
 The Youth Club will be 
presenting Hamlet in the Hall. You 
are invited to attend this tragedy.  
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Time 
 It is said that as you 
mature the year seems to go by 
quicker and quicker.  It is not 
helped by the way that big 
business keeps on 'pushing'. For 
instance, the first holiday brochure 
dropped through the letter box on 
29th December and from the same 
date the newspapers started 
advertising holidays, everyone of 
them in some exotic place 
overseas, wonderful cruises and 
tours in various wonderlands 
(their words). 
 Hot Cross Buns have been 
available for ever and from the 1st 
February Easter Eggs have filled 
large shelves in the supermarkets.  
Everyone trying 
to earn an 
extra shilling. 
  
 We all notice these things. 
Red Nose Day material has been 
available for some days at the 
time of going to print.  
 Are you one of those who 
'panic' because time is short? Do 
you book your holiday right 
away? And do you stock up on 
Easter Eggs in case there is a 
shortage?  
 If you are one who reacts 
right away as soon as you see the 
signs, do you also react to other 
things. Numbers needed by a 
certain date in order to organise 
an event. Monies due, again by a 



certain  date. Would a big bright sign 
at HQ, possibly illuminated,  
saying òBARGAIN - Special Offer!ó 
make you react quickly in case you 
missed out?   
 Beware of the sign that offers 
Two For The Price Of Three!  
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More Statistics!  
 Those clever clogs who seem 
to spend their lives trawling up 
figures to baffle us have decided that 
'boys' from nine to ninety love trains. 
Some spend hours writing down the 
numbers of main line locomotives 

whilst others use their Box 
B r o w n i e s  t a k i n g 

photographs  -  that 
blur is the 10:15 

Express to all points 
west. Yet others play 

with model trains  -  not toy trains 
please!. From a simple oval of track 
with a tin plate loco that looks 
nothing like the picture on the box, 
to great layouts operated by 
computers  -  the boys are at it. How 
many small boys had a train set left 
by Father Christmas only to find that 
Dad and Granddad were experts who 
were entitled to try it out first?  
 Among the lesser known 
island railways and tramways, 
Brownsea Island is shown as having 
a tramway. We all know what 
Brownsea Island is famous for  -  "Oh 
yes, didn't some chap start a holiday 
camp using tents?" In 1852 a certain 
Colonel William Waugh bought 
Brownsea and embarked on a 
massive development of the island. In 

this scheme was a 
pottery that was 
built on the south 
west coast and 
linked by a horse 
drawn tramway to 

a pier at the west end of the island. 
Alas, within five years the business 
collapsed and the pottery and the 
tramway closed. Today it is still 
possible to follow the route of the 
tramway southwards along the coast 

from Pottery Pier to the edge of 
the Scout Camp.  
 Did you know that one of 
the most famous plays still in 
production today and now 
presented by amateur companies 
is The Ghost Train, and did you 
know that this was written by 
Arnold Ridley who played 
bumbling Mr Godfrey in TVs Dad's 
Army? Based on a play written by 
Arnold Ridley a film was made in 
1929, silent and black and white, 
called The Wrecker. The film 
included a head on crash by two 
trains  -  no computer graphics  -  
the real thing. The crash was 
filmed by no less than 22 
cameras, on a Sunday when no 
others trains were running. The 
line was clear for normal service 
by the next morning. What would 
Health and Safety have made of 
that we wonder?  
 The line used was the 
Basingstoke and Alton Light 
Railway and the same line was 
used for the Will Hay film Oh! Mr 
Porter. All station scenes were 
shot at Cliddesden just before it 
was  demo l ished  and  t he 
locomotive Northian was built in 
1899 and renamed Gladstone for 
the film. So many railway films 
have been made, including two 
versions of The Railway Children 
and the Titchfield Thunderbolt, 
using the locomotive 'Lion' as the 
Thunderbolt. Brief Encounter was 
another film featuring the railway.  
 So many facts dredged up 
by the 'experts'. In 1904 London 
and North Western, and Midland 
Railways each owned over 5,000 
horses; Great Northern owned 
2,782;  Great Western 
2668 ;  and  Grea t 
Eastern 1745. The 
facts and figures go on 
and on  -  how many 
people employed; how 
many locomotives and 
carriages, trucks etc 
and even how many gallons of 
red oil for tail lamps on trains.  

 OK so we made the last bit 
up. Even though trains change we 
are all small boys at heart and love 
our trains.  
 Thanks to the author of these 
words.  
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Scout success in Special 
Olympics  

 Skiing Scout Hannah 
Dempsey won a silver medal for 
her skills on the slopes of Idaho 
at this yearõs Special Olympics in 
America.  
 Hannah, one of ten skiers 
representing Great Britain, is a 
member of the 9th West Wickham 
Scouts near Bromley, Kent.  
 Fran Georgel, Scoutingõs UK 
Technical Adviser for Skiing and a 
volunteer local to Hannahõs area, 
said ôHannah has done brilliantly and 
is a true inspiration to young people 
across the UK. Her silver success 
shows what can be achieved if you 
get involved in active and fun 
organisations like Scouting.õ 
 Alongside her Scouting and 
skiing Hannah is also a talented 
dancer and swimmer. In the 2006 
SOGB National Games in Glasgow, 
she won both Silver and Bronze 
medals in swimming.  
 Hannah has credited her 
interest in sport for making her the 
person she is today, ôSport has given 
me the opportunity to mix with other 
people in a safe environment and 
boosted my confidence into knowing 
if I work hard I will get results.õ 
 Recently Hannah joined 
Anjali, a professional contemporary 
dance company based in Banbury, 
Oxfordshire. It produces and tours 
performances and undertakes 
educational and outreach work.  
 She starred in the opening 
performance at a major dance festival 
in Stuttgart and constantly works to 
bring dance and movement to 
younger people. 
 


