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Romford and District Beaver Scout Obstacle Course
Fellowship Annual General Meeting The annual Beaver Scout Obstacle Course took
place at Crow Camp on29th

Special Guest SpeakerRon Jeffries JP March.Over 150 Beaver Scout
from twelve Colonies wer: |
accompanied by numerou
]&eaderswhilst they made their

Wway round ten exciting based \e .;; /
y g 7 ©

Even if you have not been able to get to our
monthly meetings please make the effort to atte

the AGM. expertlyset up by Paul and hishiA >
crew. The weather this year wasry good and Ithink
8pm at District Headquarters a good time was had by all.
Park Drive Huge thanks to Scout Fellowship members Stan,

George, Dave (affectionately known to us as "First Aid

Dave") and Audrey in charge of "urn" in the
kitchen.They all did a grand job on a very busy dapther Fellowship members were also there, working with
their Colonies.

Margaret Polden
Assistant District Commissioner
(Beaver Scouts)

From our roving reporter

On 29th March, Crow Camp was alive and noisy with happy Beaver Scouts as representatives from twelve
Colonies enjoyed their Obstacle Day. Let us remember the hard work carried out by Paul and his team in erecting
the various 'sideshows', camping overnight and continuing on Sunday morning. Then, when the youngsters ha
been collected by their parents, the 'team' dismantled everything.

The Beaver Scouts certainly enjoyed their day and went home happy, taking their shattered Leaders with
them. Some of the young people would have stayed there all night if allowed to do so. Congratulations to
Margaret and the Beaver Scout Section for giving the youngsters a smashing afternoon of fun and adventure
they even got the weather right.

Audrey kept the tea pot on the go, Dave tended to the few bumps in the First Aid hut and George
assisted in car parking duties.

Thanks to all who gave up their afternoon.

i -0000ad -

April Fooleries

Although the postman did not stagger to the despatch department with sacks of letters we
were pleased that a few expressed their appreciation of the humour in the April Newslettest
o> from denture wearers! We have received no reports of problems obtainingWoggle Oil.

(Continued on page 2)
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Congratulations

Our heartiest congratulations to Fellowship member Beryl Silk on the awaj
'~ the Silver Acorn. Beryl is District Commissioner, Squirrels Heath District and is
Training Adviser. Knowing how hard Beryl works the Award is well deserved.
Although not members of the Romford Fellowship, we would also likd
congratulate the following members of the County Team on the award of the Si
Wolf.

"9\ Jacqui' Geary- Assistant County Commissioner (Cub Scouts)
'Trish' Neal- Deputy County Commissioner
| Jack Petchey OBE County Vice President

My Day At Windsor

Having been awarded a Silver Acorn I n this yea
attend the Queens Scout Parade at Windsor on Sund&yAigil.

The weather forecast for the day did not bode well, so armed with the obligatory cagoules/wet weather
gear, myself and Frank met up with Carol Wickington, Squirrels Heath District Treasurer who had also gained thi:
Award, as her husband was driving us there.

After a noneventful journey round the M25 we arrived at Windsor and found a car park near the river.
By now the sun was shining and it was becoming quite warm but knowing the British weather we carried our
cagoules (just in case). Having tickets to view the Castle we made our way there and having passed through the
security checks we commenced our tour. he Castle Guides en route were most helpful and informative and v
really enjoyed the visit.

With lunchtime approaching we made our way through to the Quadrangle where the Parade was to take
place in the afternoon. We found ourselves a place on the grass near the memorial statue and waited. Althougt
we were early there was still quite a bit of activity to watch, i.e. the”1Tonbridge Scout and Guide band
rehearsing and the varfous dignitaries trying to find out where they should stand and what they should do. At
this point Peter Duncan our Chi ef S8 madentaly Frank hatld a
undergone an operation on his hand the previous day and was suitable swathed in bandages andl Rétey
noticed this and made a comment about not being able to shake hénaBwever he then noticed it was Frank's
right hand and, as we all know, Scouts shake with the left hargb all was well.

In due time the Parade commenced and the band struck up, with the Queens Scouts smartly turned oul
doing their bit very well after having received marching practice at the local Barracks during the morning. This
was all well organised and they were inspected h\
Major General Sir Michael Hobbs KCVO CBE
whi ch t hey marched o.
Chapel for the Service.

As spectators we met up with othe
members of GLNE who had received vari
Awards and made our way to the Chapel. By nc
the sun was really hot and bright and we foun
ourselves space on the grass slopes outside wi
we were able to hear the service, which was be
relayed by loudspeaker. It was an impressive si
to see so many Scowitientated persons taking ,
part in the Service and raffirming their Scoulgs .
Promise. .

We very much enjoyed our day out and |
feel proud to have been given an Award for something which | enjoy doing.

Beryl Silk

(Continued on pag8)
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Happy Birthday

The following members have birthdays during May and we wish them the very best for a
great day and many more to come:

George Chennells; Fred Cornish; Malcolm Goodwin; Sue Harris; lan Lilywhite; Yvonne
Lilywhite and Steve Powell.

00006 -
Sick and Wounded

We have heard nothing of anyone under going a leg transplant or brain removal but we remember all our
friends whose health is not too good, or problems with age prevent them from doing everything that they would
like to be involved with. We wish them well.

i -0000Gi -
Membership Fees

Yet another reminder that if you have not paid your Membership Fee, that the Fellowship Treasurer has
paid in full for everyone and would like to replenish the money in the bank. Threatening letters may be on the
way and the bailiffs are standing by ready to pounce.....to say nothing of the big men in black overcoats and dark
glasses loitering outside. Please remember that the Fellowship get nothing from the Membership Fee and use t
A3 local subscription for our running costs.

~
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Knives

Do you recall as a Scout how proud you were when you passed your knife and axe tesi
were allowed to wear, and encouraged to wear, a knife on your Scout belt?
Knives have been in the news with increasing regularity and usually for the wrong re¢
Under the Criminal Justice Act 1988 no longer can knives be carried on belts if they are called
knives. You can carry a foldable ntmtking knife, such as a Swiss Army knife, in a public plac
long as the blade is shorter than 3 inches (7.62cms).
Page 52 of the April/May copy of Scouting Magazine has some sensible advice and {
information where you can find more details via the internet.

A -0000d -
Uniform?

The Chief Scout @n record suggesting that uniform for Explorer Scouts or young adults be worn only on formal
occasions. This was taken up by an Explorer Scout Unit in Cardiff and discussed at length. The Group Council w:
approached on the matter and the pros and cons were put to the members of the Council. It was true that
standard of uniform in the Unit was poor despite the efforts of their Leaders to improve matters. They were an
active Unit but the dress problem remained. It was agreed that the Unit could wear a red sweatshirt with the
Group logo, together with their Unit scarf but dark trousers (or skirt for female members of the Unit). The Unit
liked the idea and asked if they could wear red baseball caps. Eventually this was agreed and the new dress
would be worn from 1st January 09. It was emphasised that proper and full uniform (no 'trainers') would be worn
for formal occasions such as Church Parade, St David's Day Parade and for any Investiture in the Group if Uni
members were involved. All agreed by the members of the Unit. First meeting in January and they were all there
in their agreed dress, and they looked quite smart. Strange thing was that they did not think they were in
uniform, despite all being dressed the same. Will the new dress code last or will sloppiness gradually creep bac
in? Time will tell.

(Continued on pagé)
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The Chaplain writes.

A wise man once remarked, "You don't stop laughing when you grow old; you grow old when you stop
laughing”.

Seven Ages of MarBpills, Drills, Thrills, Bills, llIs, Pills, Wills

Three Signs of getting oldGreying hair; Memory Loss and err err um

At a Church Meeting there was a discussion about changing the name froiG@dingregation Church to
The Christian Fellowship. One old gent stood up and said, "I have been coming to this Church for 30 years an
nobody is going to call me a Christian. 6

A dinner was held in honour of a famous churchman. He was asked to say a few words after the meal. Did
they want the short speech or the long speech? The host asked for the shorter version. The great man stood ar
said "Thank You" and sat down. When he was asked what the longer speech was he replied "Thank you ver
much".

If the Good Lord had wanted us to go metric he would have had only 10 Apostles.

And God said to Noah, oWCeéidt Xiom|l BuLbddme hr -ARK
what the dickens is an ARK?6

Don't be surprised if you find mistakes in this newsletter. We cater for everyone and some spend their time
looking for errors. We try to please all our readers.

I'm not afraid to die, | just don't want to be there when it happens.
Read the Obituary columns and it is amazing how people die in alphabetical order.

These little humorous anecdotes have been used in Sermons at various times by those Clergymen w
realise that their audience need a little nudge to stop their minds from wandering during Sermang 6 s al |
easy on a warm day to settle down for 20 or so minutes and let their minds wander. A little humorous ‘jab' serves
to keep the congregation awake. It has been said that a Vicar's job is to comfort the afflicted and afflict the

comfortable. "In conclusion. Thus says the Lord, | have nothing against yaas far as | know!
with thanks to the book "Frogs In Cream" by S Gaukroger and N Mercer

nnnnnnnnnnn -

The Chaplain writes: -
Second bit

It has been said that faith can move mountains but we have never been called upon to even shift a mole
hill. The fabric of a seaside church had suffered over the years from corrosion of the sandstone brickwork due to tr
salty air and the winter storms and advice was sought regarding the cost of putting things right. However, an
expert investigation into the trouble showed that it would take a great deal of money beyond what had been
feared. A well known chain of chemists offered to buy the entire siteo build a large store with the Church on
the first floor. Problem solved? The Church authorities decided to approach the Welsh Development Board for advi
and after much deliberation the Church was informed that the W.D.B. would match what the Church could raise
Pound for Pound.

The Vicar, a youngish man, thought about the problem and called a special meeting to which everyone
who used the Church for any reason were invited. After a lot of discussion it was agreed by a very narrow result to
Have A Go and ideas were welcomed. The Summer Holiday season was nigh and the first idea was for a Coff
Shop to be open every morning. People had to pass the church on the way to the beach and gradually trade
improved. One morning a visitor asked if it was possible to buy food to eat on the train on the way home and this

(Continued on pagg)
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idea caughton. The Mothers Union made items which were sold in the Coffee Shop. The Scouts and Guide
managed the washing up and the parents committees helped with the making of cakes and sandwiches

etc.

A well known TV personality was appearing in a Sunday Concert with a well known male voice choir and
the Vicar had a word with the organisers with the result that all through the Season, every Wednesday night the
Choir performed to seflut audiences in the church) The Organist played well knownaslogg songs before the
concert and any singers who might be in the audience were invited to sing with the choir.

Word spread and even Sunday services were well attended by people who admired the efforts made by th
members of the church. The money rolled in and the W.D.B. Were true to their word and enough money was ther
to have the remedial work carried out.

The vicar has moved to another church but people still speak of his foresight and inspiration. Where there

was doubt and despondency hope and success. So perhaps it is true that faith can almost rebuild a church.
Reprinted from Churches Together in Wales, with thanks.

fi -oo0o0d -

Baseball Caps

Some years back a shop that sold various school and Scout and Guide uniforms suddenly had models
Beaver Scouts and Cub Scouts in their window wearing baseball caps in the appropriate colo

for the Section. No comment was made but the shop staff had several enquiries ab U/

caps. Some Colonies and Packs decided to buy the caps for their youngsters and th

a success. Then, without any explanation the caps were no longer stocked and could ?

obtained. The story was put about that this was a test area to see what the reaction would

be but, despite the success of the sales over seve
a general part of uniform- but nobody seems to ever have known who decided this outcome!

fi -o000d -

Statistics

Why do certain people spend their time and energy in compiling statistics that mean very little to us? From
the Daily Telegraph in 1984, we found the following.

By the time we reach 70, the average person will have eaten three cows, seventeen pigs, twenty five lambs
420 chickens, four miles of sausages, 1,190 portions of fish and chips, 3,500 loaves of bread and 2,240 bags
crisps, according to the survey complied with the help of the Ministry of Agriculture and British Nutrition
Foundation. To wash it all down we will have swallowed the equivalent of sixty baths full of milk, 93,000 cups of
tea, together with 910 gallons of beer, 25,000 glasses of wine and 7,280 measures of spirits.

Bet you didn't realise that- now you do you can sleep easier!

A -0000d -
Cons and Scams

N . p A phone call advises that you have won an all expenses paid holiday for two in some exotic far
away place - a prize in a competition that you never entered.
Leaflets asking for unwanted clothing etc for poor people over seas and the best clothing, by some
@ magical means ends up on a market stall.

Cheaper Insurance for your car or property that suddenly leaps up in price on renewal, or
when you make a claim you are not covered for the particular problem; or if you make a claim you
suddenly find that the company will not renew your Policy for some strange reason.

You pay for cover in case your washing machine goes wrong. They have your money but in the
event of a breakdown you are not covered because of the age of the machine.

The latest phone call informs you that you have been over changed in respect of Bank Charges ant
the government say you must be reimbursed. Strange thing is that after being told all-the&nd you will get
interest on the overcharges the caller does not know who you bank with and needs your Account Number! It has
been said before DO NOT DIVULGE YOUR ACCOUNT NUMBER.

Do not let offers of something for nothing blind you to the truth.

5
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Legends

A few issues ago we ran an item about the old Wall Of Death attraction at the
Kursall, Southend. A person, nothing to do with Scouting, read the item and was kind
=__ enough to let us know that there is a book called riding The Wall Of Death by Alan Ford
?.‘ and Nick Corbie, the history of this unique attraction.

Also we hear that the last travelling Wall Of Death in this country was run by
The Ken Fox Troupe and, apart from the usual motor bikes, are reported to have used
Honda GeKarts in their act.

We are always pleased to know that the Newsletter does on occasion get a
reaction; we are always pleased to hear from our readers.

fi -oo0o0d -

Youth

6Youth is not a time of i f e: it is a state of
grows old merely by living a number of yeaiBeople grow old by deserting their ideals ...whether at seventy or
seventeen, every human being can experience wonder...the undaunted challenge of events, the unfailing, childl
appetite for the future, the joy of living.

For you are as young as your faith, as old as your doubt, as young as your self confidence, as old as your
despair.

As long as your heart receives messages of beauty, hope, cheer, courage and power from your God ar

from your fellow men you are YOUNG.'
With thanks to Joan Walker for this article.

~
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Scouting Records Record Growth

Scouting has grown for the fourth year running. Adult
volunteering is increasing at the fastest rate for 23 years and there are
now just as many girls as boys joining the Movement.

This year Scouting has seen an increase in adult volunteers with g
up from 1.6% to 2.6%. There have only been two other occasions in the Ia
years where the growth of adult leaders has exceeded 2%.

Female membership is up 11% across the UK, smashing the 50K ba
surge of over 5,500 new girl Scouts means that over the past 12 months &
as many girls as boys have signed up to the adventure of Scouting.

Girls have been part of the adventure since 1976 and this year fe
membership pushed well past the 50,000 mark to a record 56,470. b

This means that girls now account for 14% of all youth members of the
Scout Movement. Female leadership is also booming, with women now making up around 43% of all adul
volunteers.

Lucy Onyango, an Explorer Scout from Bedf ordshi
P \®%j oined because | wanted to try new thi/
nvolved for six years. There are more girls than boys in my unit and we all do some
amazing activitesand eventd 6 d definitely recommend |
®Eboys! d
3 But itds not only female mémlergireshi
Movement from six to 25 year olds, is expanding for the fourth year running, with

With a total membership of nearly 500,000 we now have the most Members
1 in the UK for seven years. This has helped make Scouting the largeducational
“ youth Movement in the country.
This means that Scouting is more popular than ever, with 15,000 additional young people registering their
interest in joining the Movement since 31 January 2008.
For the full article please go tohttp://www.scouts.org.uk/news_view.php?news_id=178
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