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Safety First  
 For our September Meeting 
we were pleased to welcome Freddy 
Sayers from Help The Aged. Fred 
started by outlining how Help the 
Aged came about, how it has grown 
from small beginnings to the 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΦ CǊŜŘΩǎ 
the man who will advise you how you 
can improve the security in your 

home and 
o u t l i n e d 
some of the 

scams that 
bogus callers try on. There were then 
demonstrations of all the items that 
Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƛǘǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜΧΦŘƻƻǊ 
chains, bolts for doors and windows, 
smoke alarms etc and as an addition 
a carbon monoxide warning 
ŀƭŀǊƳΧΧΧƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƭŜŜǇ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ 
went off. 
 During a refreshments break 
members were able to complete a 
form with their details if they were 
interested in having a call. To those 
living in Havering who meet certain 
requirements everything that you 
would be advised to have done is 
supplied and fitted free of charge. If 
you completed a form it may be a 
few weeks before you are contacted. 
 Two members have had 
work carried out and both agree that 
the work was carried out in an 
efficient manner with no mess to 
clear up afterwards. 
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Letters To the Editors  
 Following up the item in the 
September Newsletter, we have 
received the following from Bunny 

Warren and we reprint his letter with 
Bunny's full permission.  
 The Museum in Poole referred 
to in the article 'The Visit' in 
Septembers' Newsletter appears to 
have been making political points at 
ƻǳǊ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
point out that the 'working class boys' 
were members of the Bournemouth 
and Poole Boys Brigade and therefore 
lived within walking distance of the 
quay for the Brownsea Ferry. 'Getting 
there as best they could' was therefore 
no big deal. The others were sons of 
.tΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ 
anywhere in the country. These lads 
would have needed their train fare 
(except perhaps one or two who might 
have been chauffeur driven in one of 
the new fangled motor car things) and 
it is most unlikely that the others were 
accompanied.  
 They were not little boys by 
any means. Published photographs 
show boys of around twelve upwards 
and some quite big lads. Furthermore, 

the museum says, it seems that it 
took a while for the better off boys to 
accept those who had little. There 

may have been some initial shyness 
(in both directions) for a while but my 

experience suggests that boys 
generally have more important things 
to think about than parents incomes, 

such as whether their new 
companions are good sports and not 
cry babies There are plenty of books 
and articles written soon after 1907 
which emphasis this point.  

 These myths do tend to 
flourish if not challenged. A lady Cub 
Leader, (not Romford), once told me 
that, of course (sniff sniff) the Patrol 
Leaders at Brownsea were all public 
school boys. Yes, they probably were. 
They were the older boys. The B.B. 

boys of similar age would have been 
at work and unable to take time off 
to attend a long camp. Holidays in 
those days were rare and unpaid and 
their families needed the money. The 
school leaving age in 1907 was 



thirteen (earlier if a boy or girl could 
pass the fifth grade exam). 
 After 1918, when the school 
leaving age was raised to 14 without 
any exceptions it became easier for 
older boys to attend week-long 
camps and once Scouting had 'caught 
on' parents were generally willing to 
make sacrifices, if necessary, to 
ensure that they could.  
 

Bunny Warren 
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Buzz Off  
 For our October Meeting we 
were pleased to welcome Paul from 
the Chelmsford Division 0f the Essex 
Beekeepers Association. It is certain 
that few at the well attended meeting 
realised what an interesting subject 
bee keeping is and we were grateful to 
Paul for making it so interesting. Few 

knew that different 
bees had different 
jobs in the hive and 
being able to 
inspect the 
various pieces of 

equipment that 
were available helped us to 

understand the process of honey 
making.   
 We were each able to sample 
both the 'clear' and the 'set' honey 
that Paul's bees produced. There was 
a chance to purchase jars of honey at 
the end of the evening. Not only did 
we learn, about honey production we 
were also shown samples of soap, 
candles and floor polish made from 
beeswax.  
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Birthday Greetings  
  
 We wish many happy returns 
to members celebrating birthdays in 

November.  
Bob Carter; Elizabeth 
Godden; Paul Marshall; 

Vera Olney; Keith 
Pethers and Alan Ross 
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Sick and Wounded  
 We have recently heard that 
Lily Pereira has been taken into hospital 
with kidney failure but we are glad to 
report that she is on the road to 
recovery. 
 We also know of three 
members that have cancer, one in the 
throat, one in the breast and one in the 
prostate ς we understand, however, 
that all are treatable. 
 Other members, we know, 
have health problems at this time. This 
is an understandable situation amongst 
us more mature folk and we wish all our 
friends an improvement in their 
situations. We hold them all in out 
thoughts. 
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Time Changes  
 If, despite reminders on radio, 
TV and newspapers, you forgot to 
change your clocks or you put them 
ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ōŀŎƪ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ ƛǘ 
is estimated that one in twenty get it 
wrong  
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Health and Safety  
 It is most likely that by the 
time you read this issue of the 
newsletter your Halloween and 
firework parties will be a memory. A 
happy memory we hope. If you 
allowed young folk to dress up and 
go Trick and Treating we hope that 
there was reliable adult support for 
the youngsters.  If a youngster had 
an accident because they could not 
see though their mask, or tripped 

over their costume, who will carry 
the can?   
 If you had a firework party 
and a youngster was burnt, again 
who will be responsible? Even the 
best regulated activity can be 
spoiled if all the precautions are 
not taken and even then things 
happen.  Health and Safety 
is important and risk assessments 
should help cover everything. Are 
you covered by insurance for 
Public Liability? 
 Nobody wants to be a 
spoilsport but these are other 
people's children we are 
responsible for.  
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Fellowship Dinner  
 Have you booked your 
place for the dinner on Thursday 
20th November? 
There are a few 
places left. Our 
guest this year 
will be Rev Ken 
Nicholls, Free Church Chaplain, 
Romford Dis tr ic t  Scou t 
Association. Book with either Eve 
Smith on 370240 or Ted Rose on 
01375 857041. Menus are 
obtainable from Eve.  
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Get Together  
 A l l  members  a re 
reminded of the District Get 
Together at District HQ on 
Tuesday 2nd December. This is 
open to all adults connected with 
Romford Scouting. No formal 
agenda or boring speeches, just a 

social evening on an 
informal basis, a 
chance to meet and 
chat with Leaders and 
lay folk and to enjoy a 
glass of wine and a few 


