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With thanks to various Scouting sources for their input to this edition. 

Apology  
 
 We are sorry for the late arrival of the September issue of the Newsletter. This was due 
to a series of hitches in the production system, over which the ôeditorial teamõ had little control.  
 

ñ-ooOooñ- 
 

The Havering Show  
  
 Dare we say....Bigger And Better than ever?  Certainly we heard no complaints from the many 
hundreds who came....the weather was dry.....sunny and hot on Bank Holiday Monday.....and entry was free. 
Apart from the Arena presentations there was the Music Stage with a programme from noon till 5.30. Planet 
Havering also had a full programme of entertainment and demonstrations and the Circus Skills area was well 
patronised.  
 In the Arena, horses were to the fore, from the Shetland Pony Display to the mounts of the 
Knights of Middle England and the amazing Stallions of Substance (who were the stars of the 2008 
Show). There were also the dogs and their obvious enjoyment of what they were doing, 
going round their course, over jumps and through tunnels etc. One or two seemed to forget 
what they were doing, which all added to the fun. To finish the arena displays each day the 
Falcons went through their routine  -  how do you get a wild bird to perform?  
 As in previous years the Scout Display Area featured the challenge of the Obstacle 

Course and well over 400 youngsters went round, through and over the obstacles, each young person 
accompanied by a Young Leader or an adult. Safety was the keynote. Most of the young people 
'having a go' had their first contact with Scouting in action and with many adults watching, the 

opportunity for some excellent public relations was used. As before all enquiries about membership 
were noted and will be passed on to the appropriate Groups  -  from little acorns........  

 Great credit must be paid to the Scouts, Explorer Scouts and Young Leaders who did such 
good work over the weekend under the guidance of the Leaders involved, there were just too many 

to name. Duties included Car Parking and the continual clearing of the site, including recycling the discarded litter. 
(Good job the efforts of the younger folk did not include the clearing of the stabling area after the ponies and 
horses had left the area). 
 

ñ-ooOooñ- 
 

Beaver Scout Fun Day  
 
 It is well known that Beaver Scouts like fun and if the noise and enjoyment by over 100 
youngsters at Crow Camp on Saturday 26th September is anything to go by then this motto is well 
proved. Congratulations to the Beaver Scout Leaders and Helpers for giving the young folk a good 
afternoon in the fresh air and sunshine. Some eleven bases kept the Beaver Scouts on the go and the 
bases were very varied and to the delight of the youngsters; one involved a small amount of liquid. 
Other bases involved balls of various sizes, from a relay involving sections of guttering and ping pong 
balls (donõt ask who thought this one up), to football control and shooting at goal. The 'Landmines' 
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kept children leaping about and what can one say about the Field Guns except that the Royal Navy have nothing 
to worry about! Your reporter had a go at the 10 Pin Bowling (and failed) but drew the line at the Ski Walking. 
The afternoon finished with the traditional Camp Fire. It is certain that some Beaver Scouts would have kept going 
for ages, such is their enthusiasm but weõre not sure if the adults who had been running the bases all afternoon 
could have carried on.  
 As before a lot of thanks must go to various folk who helped the event to succeed. Audrey on the 
everlasting teapot, Alan, David and George on the car parking and traffic control and 
members of the Service Crew who were on hand sorting out minor problems. The usual 
incidents arose when parents came to collect their offspring because some drivers would not 
take the advice of those trying to ease the flow of vehicles. It did not help when a motorist, 
who was held up for a very short time on the main road, started shouting abuse - but it takes 
all sorts. Thankfully there were no problems to really worry about but there is little that can be 
done when a lot of cars are trying to get off of the site and out onto the road.  
 Lastly of course, thanks to Dennis the Camp Warden for making sure that everything was ready for the 
afternoon and that Crew members were available to help where needed.  

 
ñññññññ 

 
 On 26th September, 140 (ish) Beavers + several Leaders from twelve Colonies arrived at Crow Camp 

for the annual Fun Day. They made their way round eleven fun bases provided by each Colony. The 
weather was ideal. Not to hot and not too cold........just right in fact. 
 The afternoon ended with a noisy campfire. We know how to enjoy 
ourselves in the Beaver Section! All the Leaders helped at the bases and as usual 

the Fellowship and Crow Service Crew were on hand to do anything that was asked of 
them. 
 My thanks to them all, especially Stan and George. Also Audrey who was chief tea and coffee maker.   

 
Margaret Polden 

Assistant District Commissioner  
(Beaver Scouts) 

 
ñ-ooOooñ- 

 
Meetings  

 
 For our Meeting on 17th September, we were pleased to welcome Laurie Ford for a return visit. You could 
almost have called the evening History Without Tears when Laurie gave a very interesting talk 
on Romford and the surrounding area, illustrated by colour slides. It would be safe to say 
that we all learned something. For instance did you know that Tollgate House at the top of 
the Market is almost on the site of the old Romford Toll Gate? So we learn.  
 Our speaker on October 22nd will be Freddy Sayer who will talk on the Thames Barrier. 
Everyone welcome. 
 
 
 

 Sunday 18th October   Fellowship Own. Methodist Church, Clockhouse Lane. 3pm 
 Thursday 22nd October   Monthly Meeting. Speaker  -  Freddy Sayer 
 Thursday 19th November  Fellowship Christmas Dinner 
 Saturday 21st November  County Fellowship Quiz 
 Tuesday 1st December   District Get Together 
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Birthday Greetings  
 
 Many happy returns to the following members who have their birthdays this month:- 
   

Kim Chennell; Hazel Geach; Barbara Hall; Beryl Hart; Audrey Young. 
 

ñ-ooOooñ- 
 

Sick and Wounded  
 
 As we go to print Fred Cornish is back home after his MOT and Dave Flynn is still undergoing 
treatment in hospital. 
 We wish all with problems a speedy recovery and an end to their worries. 
 

ñ-ooOooñ- 
 

Grub Up!  
  
 Book now for the Fellowship Annual Dinner. The Venue - District HQ. The Date  -  Thursday 19th 
November 2009. The Cost  -  Ã17 per head ... no increase on last years price.  Dress Code - Black Tie for men, 
appropriate dresses for the ladies. 
 Book now with red Rose 01375 857041  
 

ñ-ooOooñ- 
 

Why Change? 
 

 This is the title of the Quick Reference Guide to changing the Fellowship to Scout Active 
Support.....and many are asking WHY the change. After many months of deliberation we 
have another change, it seems, for the sake of change. Gone is the friendliness of the Scout 
Fellowship set up  -  no more Chairmen, Treasurers or Secretaries but Scout Active Support 
Managers and Scout Support Coordinators. Another change of Scarf (the fourth), change of 
colour of activity shirt and a new badge for uniform wear. All flags, headed notepaper, 
rubber stamps with the word Fellowship will not be valid after December 2010  -  another 
expense to update everything. How many Fellowships will vanish before December 2010? 

The sad thing is that many older members hate change when no change seems needed, and many we suspect will 
cease to meet. Perhaps the idea is to weed out the older Fellowship members who have given years of support  -  
so as we say again, WHY CHANGE?????  
 

ñ-ooOooñ- 
 

The Chaplain writes: -  
 
 When a member of the Clergy moves to a new area it is like the first day at a new school. You start on a 
great learning curve. It is always accepted that your outlook and way of doing things will be different to the Vicar 
you take over from. The differences usually get smoothed over with a little give and take on both sides  -  but it is 
essential that you donõt rock the boat too much.  
 My wife has always been keen on banner making to be displayed at various 
celebrations in the Church year. When she suggested that it might be a good idea to see if a 
group of ladies would be interested in learning to make banners the result was almost "How 
dare she want to change things". (However we now have a nice selection of colourful 
banners). It seemed that if there was an appeal for money for any special charity the money 
was forthcoming. One target set at Ã500 raised over Ã1,000.00  -  an excellent result. 
 Generous as these good folk were it was difficult to get them to do anything other 
than dig into their pockets for money. So came the great idea from a member of the flock to 
have a Christmas Bazaar. Not many came to the first meeting and not a great deal of enthusiasm. Gradually the 
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ideas came  -  who would be responsible for which stall. The idea of the stall holders to dress up was voted out. 
Anyway came the dates for the Bazaar, Thursday and Friday evenings and Saturday afternoon. Some of the stalls 
had a bit of extra decoration and Santa's Grotto was the main attraction, with a somewhat dubious Vicar playing 
the part of Santa. 
 The result of the Bazaar was not only the money raised for a Children's' Charity, it was the fact that people 
had stirred themselves and made the effort. The following year at the planning meeting for the Bazaar one rather 
outspoken lady suggested that two nights was too much, so reluctantly the Thursday was done away with. Next 
year the same forceful lady said that on Saturday afternoon it was nearly all our congregation who supported the 
Bazaar, and they gave enough to the Church  -  so out went the Saturday. The following year we had the Bazaar 
only on the Friday evening with a drop in income and loss to the Charity. Would you believe that the same lady 
said that just one evening was not worth the effort, so no Bazaar.  
 We have restarted the Bazaar on Thursday, Friday and Saturday afternoon and as the forceful lady had 
moved from the area and did not dominate everyone else the Charity does very well each year. 
  This is a lesson you learn  -  do not let one person dominate everything, for it is quite often true that the 
person who says most are those who do very little apart from upsetting people.  I draw a veil over the rather 
unpleasant chat that I was forced to have with Mrs X.  
 

Rev 'Douggie' Chatsworth  
Retired. 

 
ñ-ooOooñ- 

 
Were you a Cococub?  

 
 More mature members will recall the Ovaltinees - happy girls and boys because they all drank Ovaltine. Did 

you, however, know of the Cococlub? The first issue of the Cococlub News was issued to children who 
joined the Cococlub, in January 1936. Membership was easy. All you had to do was to save a disc 
from a tin of children's Bourneville cocoa and send it along with 2d stamps to the Club Leader, 
Jonathon. In return you received a metal badge and a rule book full of secret codes. Best however was 
the monthly copy of the Cococlub News. The news contained Jonathonõs Jokes; Whiskers the Rabbit's 
riddles; members letters; along with articles about hobbies and outdoor activities. Little lead figures of 
animals were in each tin of cocoa and new figures were announced through the 'News'. If you 
encouraged five friends to join the Cococubs you were rewarded with a special leaders bar to dangle 

from your badge. The letters on the bar WBEFS when translated using the secret code book, was Leader. Issue 27 
of  the 'News' informed readers who had been members of the Cococlub before 1st July 1938 that they could 
become veteran members and receive a Veterans Star to fix below their badge or leader bar. This involved saving 
yet another disc from a tin of cocoa, no doubt excellent for the sales of cocoa. The outbreak of War brought to an 
end the 'News' and the Club itself. Another club was launched in 1948 and this lasted until 1954 by which time the 
small lead animal models had been consigned to history.  
 Perhaps you remember the Peanut Club? 
 

ððooOooð-  

 

GLNE Pitch in for Tent Clear up!  
 
 Explorer Scouts and Leaders from across GLNE teamed up with Essex Rotary Club to assist in the clear up 
of the huge Hylands Park site after Augusts' Annual 'V Festival'.  
 Over 80,000 people attend this annual event and it is clear that many of those festival goers who stayed 
on site were not seasoned campers, as the amount of tents left behind at the end defied belief! County 
Commissioner Dean Jefferys said, "Hylands Park resembled something out of a disaster film - abandoned tents, 
chairs, sleeping bags and cooking equipment was everywhere. You'd have thought a natural disaster had 
happened!" The most amazing thing was the amount of mess - the once beautiful Hylands Park looked like it had 
become a commercial dump overnight - so different from the World Jamboree in 2007!  
 The Rotary Club exists to raise funds for other charities and each usable tent was carefully taken down and 
bagged up, to then be sold on for between Ã5-Ã10. Sleeping bags and other linen was collected by CHESS - the 
Chelmsford Homeless Charity, and all the Scouts and Leaders who attended were able to take a tent each, along 
with other spoils - Romford Explorers in particular were seen hunting out the bargains and soon filled DESC Andy 
Lannin's Land Rover with leftover cool boxes, roll mats and tentage!  
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 3rd Upminster Scout 
Leader Mark Scrace and his son 
were part of the clear up team 
and said "Once again thanks for 
the eye opening experience myself 
and Shaun wont forget it in a 
hurry!"  
 The Rotary Club were full 
of praise for our efforts, with some 
of the members remarking to Mark 
that "They cleared up after the 
World Jamboree and credit must 
go to the Scouts as there was 
almost no mess left behind - unlike 
the V-festival". The efforts of our 
Scouts was also recognised and 
discussed by DJ Geoff Lloyd 
during his 'Home-time Show' on 
Absolute FM  
 The Rotary Club will be 
reviewing the event but have 
tentatively asked for our help 
again in 2010, so if you are interested please keep Monday 23rd August and Tuesday 25th August free.  
 

Dean Jeffreys  
County Commissioner  

 
ñ-ooOooñ- 

 
Something To Make you Smile  

 
For Those Who Wear Dentures 

  Ten things that you can do with denture cleaning tablets : 
  
1.     Clean the inside of vacuum flasks 
2.     Remove stains from cups and mugs 
3.     Clean decanters 
4.     Get the stains from plastic food containers 
5.     Clean vases 
6.     Remove stains from your tea pot 
7.     Clean your toilet below the water line - you may need 2 or 3 tablets if stained. 
8.     Soak your brushes and combs 
9.     Remove stains from melamine picnic ware 
10.    Put a tablet into your toilet cistern to keep down lime scale and clean under the rim 
 when flushed 

  
Oh, I should have said 11 things-  
 
11.     Clean your dentures. 
   
 Reporter interviewing a 104 year old lady  "And what do you think is the best thing about being 104?" 
"No peer pressure" she simply replied. 
 
SENILITY PRAYER : 
Grant me the senility to forget the people I never liked anyway, the good fortune to run into the ones I do and the 
eye sight to tell the difference. 

                            With thanks to Joan Walker for this last item  


